
3M Australia Pty Ltd
Personal Safety Division
Bldg A, 1 Rivett Road
North Ryde NSW 2113

TechAssist Helpline 1800 024 464
Customer Service 1300 363 565
Email techassist@mmm.com
Web www.3M.com/au/ppesafety

3M is a trademark of 3M Company.
Please recycle. Printed in Australia.
© 3M 2020. All rights reserved. 
AV011491709

3M New Zealand Ltd
Personal Safety Division
94 Apollo Drive, Rosedale
Auckland 0632

TechAssist Helpline 0800 364 357
Customer Service 0800 252 627

Web www.3M.com/nz/ppesafety

#3MScienceOfSafety

Which facial hair styles may be 
suitable with my half face or 
disposable respirator?

Respirator sealing surface

Being clean shaven is important to 
achieve respiratory protection, but there 
are some hair styles that may be suitable.

Source: CDC NIOSH Facial Hiar styles poster. Accessed 1.12.19 
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/pdfs/FacialHairWmask11282017-508.pdf

If workers have any facial hair that interferes with any sealing surface 
area of a respirator, or long facial hair that also interferes with any 
valves or function of the mask, then a loose fitting head-top on a PAPR 
blower may need to be considered as a suitable alternative to the 
wearer removing interfering facial hair.


